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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  tlie  Health 
and  'Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1956. 

The  births  this  year  numbered  272,  giving  a birth-rate  of 
21.89  coinpared  with  250  and  a birlh-rate  cf  20.18  lor  1955. 

England  and  Wales  was  15.7  for  1956  compared  with  15.0  for 
1955. 

Infantile  Mortality  is  44.11  per  1.000  live  births  compared 
with  36.00  for  1955.  England  and  Wales  was  23.8. 

The  total  numher  of  deaths  was  174  giving  a death-rate  of 
11.39  compared  with  198  and  a death-rate  of  14.10  for  1955. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7  for  1956  and 
11.7  for  1955. 

The  average  age  at  death  in  the  Borough  during  the  year 
was  71  years  and  10  months  which  is  similar  to  that  of  1955,  and 
of  the  total  number  of  deaths  (174)  120  or  69(/r  were  of  persons 
over  65  years  of  age. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  birth-rate  and  a decrease  in  the 
death-rate  for  1956. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  is 
caiTied  out  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  Doctors!’  Surgeries.  No 
cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  reported  during  tht  past  8 years 

Infectious  Diseases.  Five  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  were 
reported  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis.  Nine  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
one  new  case  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and 
in  each  case  patients  were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment. 

During  the  year,  as  in  the  past,  I am  greatly  indebted  to  my 
staff  of  the  Public  Health  Deiparment  who  have  sincerely  carried 
out  their  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  W.  MACLAGAN,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : P.  W.  MACLAGAN,  M.D. 

Public  Health  Inspector;  DOUGLAS  S.  HALLEY,  M.R.S  H., 

M.A.P.H.I. 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  : GEORGE  K.  HOPE. 

Clerk,  Mr.  JOHN  JOHNSON. 
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Sections  A.  and  F. 

STATISTICS  AND  QENERAL  CONDITIONS 


General  Statistics 


Area — 7,126  acres. 

Fopujation — 1951  census,  12,550  (1931  census,  12,299). 

R.G.  est.  mid-year,  1956,  12,670. 

Number  oif  Inhabited  Houses — 4,218. 

Rateable  Value— 0 88,275  (as  at  31st  March.  1956). 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate — £337  as  at  31st  March,  1956. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


BIRTHS. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

Legitimate  . . 

138 

126 

264 

illegitimate  ... 

4 

4 

8 

(Reg.-Gen.)  Totals  142 

130 

272 

21.89 

DEATHS. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

(Registrar-General) 

90 

84 

174 

11.39 

Number  of  Womien  d3dng 

in  consequence  of  Child-birth — Nil. 

Do. 

from  Sepsis 

Nil. 

Do. 

from  other 

causes 

....  Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year — 


Total 

Males  Females  Rate  per  1,000 

legitimate  8 3 llj 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  1 0 1 ^ ’ 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  — — — 

Do.  Whooping  Cough  ...  — — — 

Do.  Diphtheria  ...  — — — 

Do.  Diarrhoea  ...  — — — 

Do.  Scarlet  Fever  ...  — — — 

Do.  Tuberculosis.  (Pul)  1 — 1 

Do.  do.  <'non-Pul.)  — — — 
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Comparative  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of 
Maternal  Mortality  Death  Rates,  and  Case  Rates 
of  Certain  Infectious  Diseases 


Rates 

per  1,000  population 

No. 

Berwick  , 

Eng.  & Wales 

Live  ... 

272 

21.89 

15.7 

Still  

3 

0.24 

0.35 

Deaths — 

All  causes 

174 

11.39 

11.7 

Typhoid  and  Para.  Fever  ... 

— 

0.00 

— . 

Smallpox 

— 

0.00 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

0.00 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

0.00 

— 

Influenza 

— 

0.00 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections  . . . 

— 

0.00 

— 

Tuberculosis 

1 

0.07 

— 

Acute  Polio  and  Polio-enc. 

— 

0.00 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

4 

0.28 

— 

Notifications — 

Rates  per  1,000  population 

No. 

Berwick 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

0.00 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

3 

0.21 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

0.00 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  ... 

— 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

0.07 

Measles 

1 

0.07 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births — 

Deaths  under  1 year 

12 

44.11 

23.8 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  and 

enteritis  under  2 years 

— 

0.00 

Maternal  Mortality  rates  (per  1,000  total  births,  i.e.,  live  and  still)  — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

— 

0.00 

Others  

— 

0.00 

Total  

0 

0.00 

Notifications — 

Puerperal  Fever  ® 0»00 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 0 0.00 
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Pcpsilatiosi 

rhe  Registrar-General ’s  estiTnatiori  of  the  civilian  population  for 
rnid-year  1956  is  12,670. 

For  comparative  purposes  the  following  is  included  : — 


Population  (Census  1881) 

13,961 

1891 

13,362 

,, 

1901 

13,437 

,, 

1911 

13,075 

,, 

1921 

12,985 

1931 

12,299 

1951 

12,550 

Housing  Surve}^  1936  ... 

12,243 

Housing  Surve 

y 1949  ... 

12,455 

R.G. 

estimate 

of 

mid-year 

1949  ... 

12,250 

R.G. 

estimate 

of 

mid-3^ear 

1950  ... 

12,370 

R.G 

estimate 

of 

mid-year 

1951  ... 

12,460 

R.G. 

estim  ate 

of 

mid-year 

1952  ... 

1 2,650 

R.G. 

estimate 

of 

mid-year 

1953  ... 

12,570 

R.G 

estimate 

of 

mid-year 

1954  ... 

12,5TG 

R.G. 

estimate 

of 

mid-year 

1955  ... 

12  630 

R.G. 

estimate 

of 

mid-year 

195G  ... 

12.670 

Births 


The  births  allocated  to  the  Borough  by  the  Registrar-General 
numbered  272,  giving  a bii  th-rate  of  21.89.  The  equivalent  figures 
for  the  previous  year  were  250  births,  and  a rate  of  20.18,  and  the 
birth-rate  for  Lhgiaad  and  Wales  was  15.7„ 

The  birth-rale  is  calculated  on  a population  of  12,670,  modified 
by  a comparability  factor. 

There  -were  8 illegitimate  births  (4  males  and  4 females)  in 
the  total  of  272. 

The  distribution  of  births  was  as  follows  ; — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Berwick 

45 

43 

88 

Tweedmouth 

42 

35 

77 

Spittal 

12 

12 

24 

Scottish 

35 

27 

82 

Inwards  and 

others 

8 

13 

2il 

142 

130 

272 

Compared  with 

the  previous 

year  the 

township 

of  Berwick 

chows  22  more  births,  Tweedmouth  17  less,  Spittal  5 less,  and 
Soottish  and  inwards  22  more. 


Deaths 


The  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  Borough  is  174,  giving 
a death  rate  of  11.39,  compared  with  198  deaths  and  a rate  of  14.1 
for  the  previous  year. 

The  death  rate  for  1956  is  calculated  on  a population  of  12.670 
and  is  modified  by  a standardising  factor  to  correct  the  death  rate 
on  account  of  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  our  population. 

The  distribution  of  the  deaths  was  as  follows 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Berwick 

46 

40 

86 

Tweedmouth 

31 

30 

61 

Spittal  

5 

9 

14 

Inward  Transfers  ... 

8 

5 

13 

Total  for  Borough  ... 

90 

84 

174 

Ages  at  Death 


The  tables  of  ages  at  death  is  shown  with  the  percentage  rl 
total  deaths  at  the  various  age  periods,  compared  with  the  previous 
4 years. 


Number  of  deaths  Percentage  of  total  deaths 


Ages 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

Under  1 

9 

3 

12 

6.90 

4.55 

2.60 

3.74 

3.41 

1-5 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.06 

0.00 

5-15 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

l.Otl 

0.00 

0.00 

0.57 

15-25 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

0.50 

1.04 

0.53 

0.57 

25-45 

4 

3 

7 

4.02 

1.51 

1.56 

1.60 

2.00 

45-60 

15 

5 

20 

11.50 

11.62 

11.98 

12.84 

13.66 

60-65 

10 

5 

15 

8.62 

5.05 

9.90 

7.49 

7.00 

65-70 

3 

12 

1 c; 

8.62 

13.64 

9.38 

10.70 

11.40 

70-80 

33 

25 

58 

33.33 

33.33 

38.55 

37.97 

37.04 

80-90 

14 

27 

41 

23.57 

25.76 

22.91 

21.93 

19.35 

90  up 

2 

4 

6 

3.44 

3.03 

2.08 

2.14 

5.00 

90 

84 

174 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 
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The  following  table,  showing  the  percentage  of  total  deaths  at 
certain  age  periods  for  1956,  and  compared  with  the  average  per- 
eentage  of  the  10  3^ears  1947-56,  is  interesting.  It  is  desirable  to 
have  a low  percentage  in  Groups  I,  II,  III  and  IV,  and  a high 
percentage  in  Group  V. 


Av.  % for 

% for 

Notes  re  percent- 

Age period 

10  years 

1956 

age  for  1956 

1947-56 

I. 

Babies  under  1 

4.23 

6.89 

Above  normal 

II. 

Infants,  1-5  ... 

0.36 

0.00 

Below  Normal 

III. 

School,  5-15 

0.68 

0.00 

Below  Normal 

IV. 

Working,  15-65 

23.40 

.24.14 

Above  Normal 

V. 

Retired,  65  up 

7/1.33 

68.97 

Below  Normal 

100.00 

100.00 

O’f  the  174  deaths  occurring  in  the  Borough  for  the  year  (120 
or  69%)  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  this  being  the 
k>west  percentage  for  the  past  five  years. 


Perce^itage  of  Tcta!  Deaths  above  65  Years 
for  five-year  peiioiis  during  35  years,  1918-1952 


3918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

Av.  % 

41 

40 

43 

51 

47 

44.5 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

43 

41 

42 

45 

47 

43.6 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

53 

42 

49 

54 

57 

51.0 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

53 

48 

50 

56 

59 

53.2 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

48 

65 

58 

57 

62 

58.0 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

52 

65 

65 

60 

62 

60.8 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

70 

69 

66 

70 

73 

69.9 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

73 

73 

75 

69 

Causes  of  Deatli 


The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths  from  ail 
causes  ( Registrar- Generars  figures)  : — 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

M. 

1 

F. 

0 

Totals 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

0 

0 

0 

3. 

Syphilitic  disea.se 

0 

0 

0 

4. 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

0 

0 

0 

7. 

Aoute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

8. 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

0 

0 

0 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

1 

3 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  ... 

3 

0 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

0 

0 

0 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

0 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

6 

1 

7 

15. 

Leukaemia  

0 

0 

0 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

21 

16 

37 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

12 

10 

22 

19. 

Hipertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

0 

2 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

18 

31 

49 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

3 

5 

22. 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

23. 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

2 

0 

2 

26, 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

a 

0 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

1 

0 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

2 

0 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

0 

0 

0 

31. 

Congenital  malformations ... 

3 

2 

5 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

7 

9 

16 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

0 

1 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

2 

1 

3 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

0 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operation  of  war  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 


90 


84 


174 
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Infantile  fvlortality 

Twelve  deaths  under  one  year  old  belonging  to  the  Borough 
were  recorded,  giving  a rate  of  44.11  per  1,000  live  births,  as 
compared  with  nine  deaths  and  a rate  of  36.00  in  the  previous 
year.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  19.56  is 
2S.8. 


Causes  of  Death  of  Children  under  One  Year 


Reg.  No. 

Age 

M. 

F. 

Cause 

28 

2 weeks 

1 

— 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

29 

1 hour 

1 

— 

Prematurity 

30 

5 months 

1 

— 

Meningitis 

187 

1 week 

— 

1 

Spina-bifida 

257 

12  hours 

1 

— 

Prematurity 

340 

9 months 

— 

1 . 

Acute  lobar  pneumonia 

380 

6 days 

1 

— 

Prematurity 

387 

1 week 

1 

— 

399 

5 days 

1 

— 

>> 

421 

12  hours 

— 

1 

Cardiac  failure 

435 

5 weeks 

1 

— 

Spina-bifida 

471 

4 hours 

1 

— 

Spina-bifida 

9 3 


linteetioys  Diseases 


Five  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notilied  as  occurring 
amongst  the  civilian  population. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. — The  immunisation  of  children  now 
comes  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Northumberland,  and  statistics  for  the  Borough  of  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed  will  appear  in  his  Annual  Report. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER 
THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 


Notified  Removed  to  Died 
Hospital 


Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Food  Poisoning 
Gastro  enteritis 
Paratyphoid 
Measles  ... 

Whooping  Cough 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 
Pul.  Non-puh 


Total  Deaths 
Pul.  Non-puL 


Under  1 year 
1-5  years 
5-15 
15-25 
25-35  ,, 

35-45 
45=55  „ 

55-65  „ 

65  and  upwards 


M 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 


F 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

11 

0 

0 

0 


M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


F 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 


M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Totals 


0 


i 0 


0 
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REGISTERED  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Pul.  Non-pul. 


M. 

F. 

Tot. 

M. 

F.  Tot. 

Tots. 

On  Register  1st  Jan.,  1956  ... 
Notified  during  year  for  first 

39 

36 

75 

14 

6 

20 

95 

time 

5 

4 

9 

0 

1 

1 

10 

Removed  from  Register 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Cases  on  Register  31.12.56  ... 

43 

40 

83 

14 

7 

21 

104 

Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Maternity  Home 

During  the  year  1956,  165  children  belonging  to  parents 
residing  in  the  Borough  were  born  in  Castle  Hills  Maternity  Home. 
This  figtire  represents  60.66  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  allocated 
by  the  Registrar-General. 
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Section  C. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Boroisgh 

In  all  22  bacteriological  examinations  and  21  chemical  analyses 
were  carried  out  of  samples  of  water  from  the  five  sources  of 
supply  and  the  reservoirs  which  they  feed.  The  quantity  of  water 
continues  to  be  sufficient  for  all  the  Borough  requirements  and 
its  quality  is  satisfactory.  The  results  of  two  of  the  chemical 
analyses  and  two  of  the  bacteriological  examinations  are  set  out 
below  and  these  are  typical  of  the  results  obtained. 


Sample  No. 

4 

5 

14 

15 


(Chemical) 

(Bacteriological) 

(Chemical) 

(Bacteriological) 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS 


Supply  sampled 

Murton  Borehole 

Murton  Borehole 
Dock  Road  Borehole 
Dock  Road  Borehole 


Sample  No. 


14 


Parts  per  Million 


Total  solids  dried  at  180  degs.  C. 

305.0 

400.0 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  ... 

30.2 

72.8 

Free  Ammonia 

0.04 

Trace 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

Trace 

0.01 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

2.40 

0.10 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs.  at  80  deg.  F.) 

0.1 

0.8 

Total  hardness  ... 

96 

227 

Permanent  hardness 

None 

17 

Temporary  hardness 

96 

210 

Lead  and  Copper  ... 

None 

None 

Iron 

0.2 

0.2 

Smell  and  Taste 

Satisfactory 

Microscopical  examination  of  deposit 

Satisfactory 

pH  value  ...  ...  

7.4 

7.3 

In  each  sample  the  Appearance  and  Colour  was  shown  as  (Hazen 
degrees  5),  exceedingly  pale  yellow  and  clear. 

bacteriological  results 

Sample  Nos.  Number  of  bacteria  per  millilitre  (ml) 

Visible  on  agar  after  48  Visible  on  gelatine  after  72 
hours  incubation  at  37  °C.  hours  incubation  at  21  “C. 

5 1 1 ’ 

15  5 6 

Coliform  Organisms  as  shown  by  the  production  of  acid 
and  gas  in  MacConkey's  Bile  Salt  Lactose  broth  after 


48  hours  incubation  at  37  °C. 

0.1  ml. 

1.0  ml. 

10  mis. 

100  mis. 

of 

of 

of 

of 

5 

sample 

sample 

absent 

sample 

absent 

sample 

absent 

15 

absent 

absent 

absent 

la  each  case  the  public  analyst  stated  that  the  .samples  were 
of  satisfactory  quality. 
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The  following  extensions  were  made  to  water  mains  during 
the  year  : — 757  yds.  of  6”  main,  523  yds.  of  4”  main  'and  452  yds. 
of  3”  main. 

The  position  regarding  dwellings  and  water  supplies  is  as 
■follows  ; — 


No.  of  houses 

a)  Direct  to  house  3993 

b)  By  means  of  stand-pipe  ...  194 

c)  Other  sources  ...  ...  31 


Population 

11,901 

660 

109 


12.670 


Sewerage. 

Extensions  to  sewers  were  as  follows  : — 375  yards  of  9”  sewer, 
295  yds.  of  6”  sewer  and  140  yds.  of  12”  sewer. 

The  extensions  to  water  rruains  and  sewers  were  mainly  in 
connection  with  the  housing  development  at  Spittal  Hall. 


Rodent  Control. 

In  contrast  to  the  previous  year  when  no  ” takes  ” were 
recorded,  test  baiting  of  the  Borough  sewers  revealed  that  out  of 
47  manholes*  baited,  16  showed  partial  or  complete  “takes.”  Two 
sewer  treatments  were  undertaken  and  176  manholes  of  the  total 
418  in  the  Borough  were  baited  and  in  60,  poisoned  bait  had  to  be 
laid.  Nineteen  agricultural  premises  were  surveyed  in  the  syste- 
matic inspection  of  the  Borough,  and  two  informal  notices  were 
seiwed. 

The  number  of  visits  to  infested  premises  is  summarised  below. 

Total  number  of  visits  to  all  premises  where  treat- 


ment was  carried  out  ...  ...  305 

Number  of  private  premises  treated  •••  ...  36 

Number  of  business  premises  treated  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  Corporation  premises  treated  ...  3 

Number  of  agricultural  premises  treated  ...  — 


lo 


Factories  Act,  1937. 


The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  the  close  of  the 
year  was  89,  being  82  mechanical  and  7 non-mechanical.  It  was 
necessary  to  serve  7 informal  notices,  and  a total  of  35  inspections 
were  made  to  factories.  Four  fire  certificates  were  issued  and 
one  amended.  The  following  list  shows  the  types  of  factories 
registered  : — 


Aerated  Water  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Beer  Bottling  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Boat  Builder’s  Yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Boot  Repair  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Butchers’ Shops  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cabinet  and  Upholsteo'  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Chemical  Manufacturing  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Coffee  Grinding  Shop 1 

Cycle  Repair  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dressmaking  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Electrical  Repairs  Shops  2 

Engineering  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fish  Curing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  Canning  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gas  Works  1 

Grain  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Iron  Foundry  1 

Knitwear  Manufacturing  Premises  ...  ...  1 

Laundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Locomotive  Repair  Shed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Malt  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Monumental  Mason’s  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Repair  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Plumbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ......  ...  4 

Printers 5 

Sail  and  Tent-making  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sawmills  and  Joinery  Shops  ...  9 

Skinnery 1 

Stevedores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sweet  Manufacturing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tailor’s  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tweed  Weaving  Premises  o..  1 

Weighinig  Machine  Repairs  ...  ...  o.<.  1 


89 
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Rag  Floc«<  and  Other  Filling  EVlaterials  Act,  1951. 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Act  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Both  safluples  complied  with  the  prescribed  cleanliness  tests. 


Complaints  and  Nuisances. 


Nurnber  of  complaints  received 

Number  of  complaints  found  on  inspection  to  be  unjustified 
Numl  er  of  visits  following  complaints  and  to  nuisances  ... 
Number  and  variety  of  nuisances  dealt  with  : — 
Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Atmospheric  pollution  ... 

Dampness...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Drains  defective  or  choked  ... 

House — general  defects  ... 

Offensive  smells  ... 

Roofs  leaking 
Spout.s  defective  ... 

Verminous,  pest-infected  premises  ... 

Water  closets  defective 


126 

Nil 

294 

3 

3 

20 

22 

10 

8 

23 

17 

7 

9 


TABULAR  STATEf^lENT  OF  VISITS.  INSPEGTIOriS, 
etc.,  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND  STAFF 


Visits  and  Inspections  to  : — 

Complaints  and  Nuisances ...  ...  294 

Dairies 4 

Disinfections  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 

Factories  ...  ...  .••  ...  35 

Fire  escapes  from  hotels  and  factories  ...  • ...  ...  ...  9 

Food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Houses 36? 

Ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Rat-infested  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  305 

Schools 10 

Ships  } 1 

Shops  50 

Slaughterhouses — ^Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  1132 

Smoke  observations 17 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  11 

Verminous  and  pest-infested  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Notices  issued  : 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.5 

Statutory 12 

Notices  complied  with : 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Statutory  12 

Notices  outstanding ; 

Informal 26 

Statutory 2 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

Each  of  the  live  premises  welre  inspected  prior  to  being 

licensed  under  this  Art  and  conditions  found  satisfactory. 
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Sectson  D. 
HOUSING 


The  Slum  Clearance  programme  got  under  way  during  the 
year  and  15  Demolition  Orders  and  two  Closing  Orders  were  made. 

Two  statutory  notices  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  were 
served,  the  first  relating  to  the  vacation  of  a house  upon  which 
a Demolition  Order  was  made  and  the  other  under  Section  14  of 
the  Act  concerning  tlie  reletting  of  two  dwellings  which  were 
under  Closing  Orders.  In  the  latter  case  the  owner  was  fined 
£10  in  the  Magistrates  Court.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
dealt  with  and  altogether  376  housing  inspections  made. 

As  required,  and  during  routine  inspections,  the  investigation 
and  intimation  of  housing  defects  to  owners  continues  to  occupy 
much  of  the  staff's  time  and  a considerable  number  of  repairs  are 
carried  out  in  this  way. 

Sixteen  imprcvernent  grants  were  approved,  bringing  the 
total  of  improved  houses  since  the  beginning  of  the  scheme  to  56. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  under  review  the  number  of  families 
sharing  .sanitary  accommodation  was  630,  the  incidence  being  as 
follows  . — 

233  water  closets  shared  by  2 families 
51  „ 3 

14  „ 4 

1 „ 5 „ 

In  addition  there  were  50  families  using  pail  closets  or  privy 
middens  and  12  using  chemical  closets. 

Vi.sits  to  moveable  dwellings  numbered  13  when  conditions 
were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory.  Improved  sanitary 
accommodation  was  provided  at  the  caravan  park  at  Spittal. 
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Houses  Erected  1921-56 


By  Private  By  Local  Prefabricated 

Enterprise  Authority  Tern.  Houses  Total 


1921  

1 

22 

23 

22  

— 

— 

— 

23 

— 

24 

24 

24 

4 

32 

36 

25 

20 

72 

92 

26 

12 

26 

38 

27 

1 

97 

98 

28 

25 

51 

76 

29 

4 

— 

4 

30 

7 

16 

23 

31  , . 

2 

— 

2 

32  

— 

60 

60 

33  

20 

8 

28 

34 

32 

— 

32 

35  

42 

24 

66 

36  

58 

76 

134 

37  

33 

100 

133 

38  

37 

178 

215 

39  

25 

30 

55 

40  

4 

— 

4 

41-45  

— 

— 

— 

46  

1 

— 

50 

51 

47  

14 

64 

— 

78 

48  

1 

142 

— 

143 

49  

11 

68 

— 

79 

50  

12 

74 

— 

86 

51  

20 

48 

— 

68 

52  

11 

78 

— 

89 

53  

9 

74 

— 

83 

54  

7 

67 

— 

74 

55  

10 

51 

— 

61 

56 

4 

56 

— 

60 

Tdtals 

427 

1538 

50 

2015 

Section  E. 


mSPECTlOl^  OF  FOOD  AMO  FOOD  PREMISES 


Regular  inspection  of  meat  at  the  five  slaughterhouses  in  the 
Borough  forms  a major  part  of  the  duties  of  the  staff.  A total 
of  1132  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose  and  94  per  cent,  of  all 
animals  slaughtered  were  inspected.  Four  private  slaughterhouses 
were  licensed  and  38  slaughterhouse  licences  issued.  Byelaws 
relating  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  private  slaughterhouses 
became  operative  on  5th  November,  1956. 

Altogether  7 tons  19  cwts.  1 qtr.  and  17  lbs.  of  foodstuffs 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 

Under  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  one  firm’s 
premises  was  registered  for  gut  scraping. 

Extensive  sampling  was  undertaken  regarding  contamination 
of  dried  and  frozen  imported  egg.  Of  33  samples  taken  5 were 
reported  as  being  contaminated  by  salmonella  organisms.  Bakers 
were  advised  not  to  use  these  imported  products  and  the  whole 
matter  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods  Condemned 


Beef  (Home  Killed) 
Beef  (Imported) 

Mutton  (Home  Killed) 

Mutton  (Imported) 

Pork 

Poultry 

Fish 

Fruit 

Canned  Goods 
Bacon  and  Ham 
Butter 
Eggs 

Other  Foods  : — 

Honey 

Pickled  Onions 
Pork  Pies 

Imported  Frozen  Egg 


Stones 

508 

3? 

228 

93 

lbs. 

1806 

5> 

218 

Tins 

318 

lbs. 

6 

55 

— 

doz. 

— 

lbs. 

28 

55 

4 

No. 

27 

lbs. 

580 
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Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947-52. 

Visits  to  premises  where  ice  cream  is  sold  or  manufactured 
numbered  29.  At  one  factory  repeated  visits  were  necessary 
following  a change  in  staff  to  ensure  that  cleaning  methods  were 
being  adequately  carried  out.  One  shop  was  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream,  making  the  total  on  the  register  34. 


Sample  results  were  as  follows  : — 

Grade  1 24 

Grade  2 1 

Grade  3 2 

Grade  4 2 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-54. 

All  four  distributors  licensed  in  the  Borough  deal  in  desi^ated 
milks.  Licences  were  granted  as  follows  ; — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk  ...  1 

Pasteurised  Milk  3 

Two  complaints  concernihg  the  keeping  quality  of  milk  enter- 
ing the  Borough  were  referred  to  the  appropriate  authorities  with 
satisifadtory  results. 

One  informal  notice  regarding  unsatisfactory  conditions  at 
a dairy  was  required  before  the  necessaiy^  works  were  carried  but 
and,  apart  from  visits  during  samplingi,  four  mspe6lions  were  made 
to  dairies. 


Sampling. 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk — Methylene  Blue  Test : — 

Number  of  samples  sent  to  Public  Health  Labotatory  ...  40 

Number  satisfying  test  ...  35 

Number  failing  to  satisfy  test 5 

Pasteurised  Milk — ^Phosphatase  Test  and  Methylene  Blue  Test  : — 

Number  of  samples  taken  8 

Numbet  satisfying  Phosphatase  Test 8 

Number  satisfying  Methylene  Blue  Test  8 

Milk  Bottles — 

Number  of  bottles  sent  Or  examination  28 

Number  satisaOtOty  ...  19 

Number  fairly  satisadtOry  4 

Number  unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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Glean  Foaii  Administration. 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  m the  Borough  is  as 


follows  :■ — 

Aerated  Water  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bakers’  Shops  15 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  b 

Confectioners’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dairies  4 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  9 

Fish  Merchants  10 

Food  Canners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Grocers  33 

Hotels  12 

Ice  Cream  Factories  ...  4 

Licensed  Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Public  Houses  28 

School  Kitchens  5 

Slaughterhouses  5 

Sweet  Manufacturers  2 

Wholesale  Dealers  and  Warehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Total  196 

Food  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955  ; — 

Fish  Cake  Manufacturers  ...  2 

Ice  Cream  Vendors  and  Manufacturers  ...  31 

Sausage  Manufacturers 12 


rv^iik  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-1964. 

Number  of  Dairies  registered 4 

Number  of  inspections  to  registered  food  premises  ...  41 

Inspections  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-56  were 
continued  during  the  year — 127  visits  being  made  and  36  informal 
notices  served  regarding  contraventions.  Considerable  improve- 
ments and  repairs  were  carried  out  following  this  action.  One 
lecture  on  the  Regulations  was  given  and  occupiers  of  all  food 
premises  advised  to  obtain  copies  of  the  Regulations.  Posters  and 
stiek-on  labels  were  used  to  bring  the  Regulations  to  public  notice. 

Condemned  meat  and  offal  is  first  coloured  and  then  sent  to 
a processing  plant  in  Gateshead.  Other  foodstuffs  condemned  are 
(Coloured  or  otherwise  rendered  unusable  f nd  disposed  of  by  the 
Cleansing  Department  of  the  Corporation, 
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Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952. 

The  following  table  shows  information  relevant  to  the  above- 
mentioned  regulations  including  the  number  of  inspections  made. 
The  Customs  Officer,  Pilot  and  local  Shipping  Agents  are 
regularly  supplied  with  lists  of  infected  areas  and  Standing  Orders 
are  in  force  regarding  action  to  be  taken  concerning  “ infected  ” or 
suspected  ” ships. 

Ships  from  No.  Tonnage  Number  inspected  No.  of  Ships 

by  M.O.H.  by  P.H.I.  reported  as 


having  had 
during  the 
voyage,  infec- 
tious disease 
on  board 

Foreign  Ports  25 

5894 

— 

11  Nil 

Coastwise  ...  27 

5352 

— 

— Nil 

Total  ...  52 

11246 

— 

11  Nil 

Passenger  Traffic — 

Number 

of  Passengers 

Inward 

Nil 

Number 

of  Passengers 

Outward 

Nil 

Cargo  Traffic — 

Principal 

Imports  — 

Chemical 

Fertilisers,  Timber, 

Cement. 

Petroleum. 

Principal  Exports  — Barley. 

Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive  — Antwerp,  Hamburg. 
Skoghall,  Kemi,  Pomaron,  Casablanca. 


